
 

MPS Announces Complete Victory in Patent Dispute Against O2 Micro

SAN JOSE, Calif., March 6 /PRNewswire-FirstCall/ -- Monolithic Power Systems (MPS) (Nasdaq: MPWR), a leading fabless 
manufacturer of high-performance analog and mixed-signal semiconductors, today announced two rulings by the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, which resulted in a complete victory for MPS and its customers in ongoing patent 
litigations with O2 Micro International, Ltd. (O2).

In the first ruling, the Court affirmed the judgment from the United States District Court of Northern California that all of the 
claims of US Patent No. 6,396,722 (the '722 patent) asserted against MPS and its customers were invalid on the grounds of 
obviousness. In the second ruling, the Court dismissed O2's action and overturned a judgment in the Eastern District Court of 
Texas against Taiwan Sumida Electronics, Inc., an MPS customer, on the basis that O2 cannot assert the same invalid claims.

"We are delighted by the results announced today," said Michael Hsing, CEO of MPS. "O2 Micro has been harassing MPS and 
MPS customers far too long, asserting meritless claims." MPS has successfully defended several of O2's patents from the same 
family as the '722 patent. He continued, "Today's rulings confirm what we have said all along-those claims should never have 
been asserted against us or our customers because they are invalid."

In December 2008, O2 instituted another action alleging patent infringement of several claims from Patent No. 7,417,382 (the 
'382 patent) against MPS and several customers before the United States International Trade Commission. The '382 patent 
belongs to the same family as the '722 patent that the Court found invalid. Proceedings regarding the '382 patent are also 
pending in the Northern District Court of California.

About Monolithic Power Systems, Inc.

Monolithic Power Systems, Inc. (MPS) develops and markets proprietary, advanced analog and mixed-signal semiconductors. 
The company combines advanced process technology with its highly experienced analog designers to produce high-
performance power management integrated circuits (ICs) for DC to DC converters, LED drivers, Cold Cathode Fluorescent 
Lamp (CCFL) backlight controllers, Class D audio amplifiers, and Linear ICs. MPS products are used extensively in computing 
and network communications products, LCD monitors and TVs, and a wide variety of consumer and portable electronics 
products. MPS partners with world-class manufacturing organizations to deliver top quality, ultra-compact, high-performance 
solutions through the most productive, cost-efficient channels. Founded in 1997 and headquartered in San Jose, California, 
the company has expanded its global presence with sales offices in Taiwan, China, Korea, Japan, and Europe, which operate 
under MPS International, Ltd.

Monolithic Power Systems, MPS, and the MPS logo are registered trademarks of Monolithic Power Systems, Inc. in the U.S. and 
trademarked in certain other countries.
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